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Traffic Snapshot 
● The 3Q24 passenger movements for MAHB total network of airports were encouraging as traffic continue 

to resonate 2019 passenger seasonal trends, signifying traffic are normalising and making positive 
progress to recoup pre-pandemic traffic growth. 

● Total passenger movements trailing closely to 3Q19 at 97.7% recovery rate, registering 36.1 million 
passengers for 3Q24.  

● International passenger movements as the main driver for growth continued to surpass pre-pandemic 
levels for three consecutive quarters with a growth of 7.4% over 3Q19, registering 18.9 million passenger 
movements.  

● Domestic passenger movements are more moderate, registering 17.2million passengers, reaching 88.9% 
of 3Q19 levels. 

● Malaysia total passenger movements in 3Q24 registered 24.8 million passengers, reaching 92.3% of 2019 
levels, driven partly by airlines continued network expansions through additional flight frequencies and 
new routes, commencement of new airlines, with traffic growth buoyed by the northern summer holidays, 
school break, long public holidays, international and national sports events.  

● International passenger movements continued to register above 4 million passengers in 3Q24, reaching 
96.7% of pre-pandemic levels.  

● Domestic passenger movements registered 11.8 million passengers with 87.9% recovery rate against 2019 
traffic.  

● Istanbul SGIA total passenger movements for 3Q24 recorded 11.3million and grew by 12.0% over 3Q19.  
● International passenger movements continue to drive growth, with a remarkable 41.9% growth over 3Q19 

and 7.2% over September 2023.  
● Over the past nine months, passenger movements at Istanbul SGIA have shown impressive growth, 

surpassing the 30 million marks, recording 31.3 million passengers, compared to 27.0 million passengers 
during the same period in 2019. 
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Overview of traffic 
 
The 3Q24 passenger movements for the MAHB network of airports continued to register new highs registering 
36.1 million passengers and reaching 97.7% of pre-pandemic levels. International passenger movements 
continued to drive growth, surpassing 3Q19 levels by 7.4%, with 18.9 million passengers. Domestic sector 
experienced a more modest growth, with 17.2 million passengers, reaching 88.9% of 2019 levels.  
 
On a monthly basis, despite September generally being a low month, passenger movements for the network 
of airports sustained registering more than 11 million passengers. The international passenger movements 
market share was 53% from the overall passenger handled in September and has exceeded 2019 levels by 
9.9%. Domestic passenger movements registered 5.4 million passengers, reaching 88.8% of pre-pandemic 
levels.  
 
On the domestic front, 3Q24 total passenger movements at Malaysia airports recorded 24.8 million 
passengers, reaching 92.3% of 2019 levels, mostly driven by five new airlines namely, 9 Air, Air India, AirAsia 
Cambodia, Lucky Air and Qingdao Airlines, partly driven by 197 additional weekly flight frequencies compared 
to 2Q24, school break which coincided with the public holidays and Sukan Malaysia (SUKMA) sporting events 
in Sarawak. It is encouraging to note that the international passenger movements in 3Q24 consistently 
registered more than 4 million passengers month-on-month with September passenger movements recorded 
very close to 2019 September levels at 99.2%, for the first time since 2020. There has been a notable increase 
in passengers from Mainland China following the 30-day visa-free entry extension until December 2025, and 
for the first time the 457 weekly flight frequencies to China and v.v. exceeded 3Q19 at 24.8%. The India sector 
also demonstrated a 90% recovery over 2019 levels, indicating a growing latent travel demand from India. The 
commencement of new airlines, including daily frequency of Air India to Delhi, once weekly frequency of 9 Air 
to Guiyang and Lucky Air with three weekly frequencies to Lijiang City, partly contributed to international 
passenger movements growth for China and India. The international passenger movements in September 
were also supported by AirAsia new operations from KLIA to Labuan Bajo and Lucknow as well as from Kota 
Kinabalu to Manado and Kunming, with three weekly frequencies respectively. Batik Air Malaysia introduced 
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daily flights to Hatyai and Krabi from KLIA, while Malaysia Airlines commenced Da Nang with daily flights. 
Subang Airport welcomed Scoot Tiger, which began daily flights from September 1, and contributed to the 
double-digit growth of 24.9% for international passenger movements compared to September 2023, following 
the reintroduction of narrow body operations in August 2024 after a long hiatus. 
 
Domestic passenger movements registered a total of 11.8 million passengers, reaching 87.9% of pre-pandemic 
levels. The average load factor for the domestic sector in September recorded 83.5% despite capacity cut by 
local airlines, indicating domestic air travel demand is still optimistic. 
 
Istanbul SGIA continues to record exceptional growth with 11.3 million passengers in the 3Q24, a double-digit 
increase of 12.0% compared to the same corresponding period in 2019. The growth has been largely driven 
by international passenger movements, with 1.9 million passengers recorded in September, marking a 7.2% 
increase over 2023 and 43.7% above 2019 levels. Pegasus Airlines introduced new routes to Isfahan, Iran with 
twice weekly frequencies and Shiraz with once weekly frequency, as well as to Seville, Spain, with three weekly 
frequencies, further enhancing the airport's connectivity and presence in Southwestern Asia and Europe. 
Domestic passenger movements registered 5.4 million passengers in the 3Q24, reflecting a 2.7% increase 
compared to the previous quarter. Istanbul SGIA's passenger movements are expected to remain strong, 
driven by the airline's network expansion growth and seasonal travel demand. 
 
In the latest revision in September 2024, Airports Council International (ACI) projects that the Asia-Pacific 
region will grow by 13%. The growth is largely driven by a significant recovery in China, projected to reach 99% 
of pre-pandemic levels, along with India that would exceed 2019 levels at 12%. Malaysia is also expected to 
recover to 88% of 2019 levels. As for the global passenger numbers, ACI forecasted that 2024 would surpass 
2019 by 4% and increase by 10% compared to 2023. 
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