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Traffic snapshot 
● MAHB’s network of airports traffic continued to show resilience with the 1Q23 passenger 

movements trailing closer to pre-pandemic levels, reaching 80.0% of 1Q19 levels, registering at 
26.8million passenger movements, a growth of 4% over 4Q22.  

● International passenger movements for 1Q23 recorded a growth of 8.1% over 4Q22 with 
12.6million passengers, reaching 78.4% of 1Q19 levels. It is also encouraging to note that March 
2023 passenger movements of 4.4million passengers is the highest passenger movements 
recorded to-date since March 2020.  

● Domestic passenger movements on the other hand continued to record a steady growth, reaching 
81.2% of 1Q19 levels with 14.2million passenger movements.  

● For Malaysia, the total passenger movements for 1Q23 grew by 7.3% over 4Q22 with international 
and domestic recording 8.4million and 10.3million passengers and growths of 15.5% and 1.4% 
respectively over 4Q22. The first quarter international growth was contributed partly by the airline's 
resumption of operations by Air Arabia, China Eastern, Shenzhen Airlines and Ethiopian Airlines 
to nine (9) international destinations with a total additional of 978 weekly frequencies over 4Q22. 

● Malaysia’s international passenger movements for the month of March 2023 recorded 2.9million 
passengers and was the highest volume recorded for a month since March 2020, reaching 66.2% 
of 2019 levels.  

● Domestic passenger movements for March 2023 continue to record above the 3million mark, 
recording 3.7million passengers and reaching the highest average load factor for the year at 
81.1%, partly driven by the school holidays. The highest average load factor since 2019 was in 
December 2022 recording at 81.6%.  

● Despite the devastating earthquake in southeast Türkiye in February, Istanbul SGIA’s traffic 
continued to exhibit positive momentum, reaching 99.2% of 2019 levels, and recording 2.7million 
passenger movements for March 2023. International and domestic passenger movements 
recorded 1.5million and 1.2million passengers respectively.  
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Overview of traffic 
MAHB network of airports for 1Q23 recorded 26.8million passenger movements, slightly higher than 
4Q22 of 25.8million passengers, an indication that traffic recovery continues to gain traction. 
Passenger movements for January to March 2023 sustained above the 9million mark each month, a 
volume that was first recorded in December 2022 since the pandemic outbreak in March 2020. It is 
also encouraging to note that the international passenger movements continued to register new highs 
partly driven by the easing of travel restrictions and with airlines responding by resuming more pre-
pandemic flights. International passenger movements in March 2023 recorded the highest volume to-
date with an 80.2% recovery rate over 2019 levels.  
 
Malaysia’s total passenger movements in March 2023 was the highest volume to-date with 6.7million 
passengers, sustaining above the 6million mark that was first recorded in December 2022. 
International passenger movements were remarkable as well and continued to pick up momentum 
recording the highest volume at 2.9million passengers, as more COVID-19 related travel restrictions 
eased and airlines ramping up operations. The high international passenger movements were mainly 
from Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, India, China and Japan. The reopening of China’s borders had 
supported the demand in this sector. AirAsia, AirAsia X, Malaysia Airlines, Shenzhen Airlines, China 
Eastern, and China Southern resumed operations to China from Kuala Lumpur International Airport 
(KUL), Penang (PEN) and Kota Kinabalu (BKI) with 42 additional frequencies in March compared with 
the February 2023. The other destinations that resumed in 1Q23 are Balikpapan, Addis Ababa  and 
Sharjah. The growth in passenger movements were further enhanced with the additional operations 
by MYAirlines to Sibu, Tawau, and Miri from KUL and new services by Firefly to Kuala Namu and 
Singapore from PEN.  
 
Passenger movements for Istanbul SGIA continued to show resilience in the 1Q23 recording more 
than 2.4million passengers each month. It is also noteworthy that the 1Q23 international passengers 
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for Istanbul SGIA has exceeded 1Q19 by 42%. In addition, the March 2023 international passenger 
movements were higher than January 2023 recording 1.5million passengers, an increase of 38.5% 
over March 2019.  
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