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Traffic snapshot 
● MAHB’s network of airports traffic recovery continued to be buoyant with 1Q24 total passenger 

reaching more than 90% recovery rate on a quarter basis for the first time, registering 31.4 million 
passengers. 

● It is also encouraging to note that the 1Q24 international passenger movements have surpassed 
1Q19 pre-pandemic levels for the first time by 5%, registering 16.9 million passenger movements, 
the highest passenger volume recorded since year 2020.  

● Domestic passenger movements for 1Q24 reached 82.9% of 1Q19 levels with 14.5million 
passenger movements.  

● Likewise, Malaysia’s 1Q24 passenger movements were the highest traffic recorded at 21.8 million 
reaching 85.9% of 1Q19 traffic, with Istanbul SGIA passenger movements fully recovered and 
recording growth of 17% over 1Q19 at 9.5 million passengers. 

● Despite the Ramadan month, March 2024 passenger movements for the network of airports were 
resilient, recording 10.2 million passengers slightly higher than January 2024 normal month, 
driven by both domestic and international sectors. In the past, Ramadan month posted the lowest 
traffic for the year. 

● Equally, Malaysia total passenger movements for March 2024 continued to record above 7 million 
albeit the fasting period of which travelling trends are generally slow. International and domestic 
passenger movements recorded 3.8 million and 3.2 million passengers, reaching 85.8% and 
72.8% respectively over March 2019.  

● The positive traffic development for Malaysia is mainly driven by new airline operations, school 
holiday breaks, Chinese New Year festive seasons, airlines resuming routes and introducing new 
services, 30-day visa-free waiver for China and India travellers to Malaysia, 15-day visa-waiver to 
China, as well as new aircraft delivery.  

● Istanbul SGIA’s total passenger movements for 1Q24 recorded 9.5million and grew by 17.3% over 
1Q19 driven by the international sector with new services to Zagreb, Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport and Cairo with a total additional of 11 weekly frequencies. International and domestic 
passenger movements recorded 5.2 million and 4.3 million passengers respectively with a double-
digit growth of 22.1% and 13.9% over 1Q23. 
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Overview of traffic 
MAHB network of airports have reached a new milestone for 1Q24, recording more than 90% recovery 
rate against 1Q19 with 31.4 million passenger movements. It is encouraging to note that the 
international passenger movements have surpassed 1Q19 for the first time by 5% registering 16.9 
million for 1Q24, mainly driven by Istanbul SGIA airlines’ strong network international expansion 
recording a double-digit recovery rate of 73.8% over the same quarter in 2019, while Malaysia 
international passengers continued to register new highs. Domestic passenger movements were 
subtle, recording 14.5 million with an 82.9% recovery rate over 2019 levels, an indication that airlines 
are expanding more to the international sector compared to domestic.  
 
In addition, March 2024 passenger movements were encouraging, despite the Ramadan month, the 
network of airports recorded 10.2 million passengers slightly higher than January 2024 normal month, 
driven by both domestic and international sectors. In the past, Ramadan month posted the lowest 
traffic for the year. 
 
On the local front, Malaysia Airports 1Q24 total passenger movements continued to be buoyant, 
recording the highest traffic at 21.8 million passengers since year 2020 and reaching 85.9% of 1Q19 
traffic. International sector contributed 53.7% at 11.7 million passengers with an 89.4% recovery rate 
over 1Q19, while the domestic sector recorded 10.1 million passengers reaching 82.2% of 1Q19 
levels. There were 1,386 additional weekly frequencies in 1Q24 compared to 1Q23 mainly driven by 
new airline operations namely, Air Macau with 4 weekly frequency, Loong Air with 3 weekly frequency, 
Turkmenistan Airlines with 2 weekly frequencies from Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KUL) and 
Flydubai with daily service operate between Penang (PEN) and Langkawi (LGK) to Dubai. Iraqi 
Airways resume operations with 1 weekly frequency from KUL. Batik Air resumed operations to 
Batam, Guiyang from KUL and introduced services to Istanbul Sabiha Gocken and Kunming from 
KUL and Xi’an from Kuching (KCH). AirAsia resumed operations to Lombok and introduced new 
services to Perth, Thiruvananthapuram from KLIA, and Incheon, Shanghai from BKI. AirAsia X 
introduced new services to Almaty from KUL and resumed Xi’an. New services in 1Q24 operated by 
foreign airlines from KUL are Kunming, Beijing Daxing, Ashgabat, and Chengdu. As for the domestic 
sector, AirAsia had launched new services between Kuching and Penang with daily service, whilst 
Batik Air Malaysia launched KUL to Kota Bharu and Sibu with twice weekly service each, and daily 
service to Tawau. 
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It is also encouraging to note that despite the Ramadan period, the airports recorded more than 7 
million passenger movements in March 2024, higher than January 2024 passenger movements and 
registered the highest load factor in 2024 at 80.7% and 79.0% for international and domestic sectors 
respectively. The average daily passengers for the month of March 2024 was higher by 1.5% 
compared to January 2024 with additional 3,300 passengers. 
 
Istanbul SGIA 1Q24 passenger movements have reached normalisation and continue to grow 
recording more than 3 million passengers each month. It is also noteworthy that the 1Q24 total 
passenger movements for Istanbul SGIA has exceeded 1Q19 by 17.3% mainly contributed by airlines 
continuous expansion to the international sector surpassing the 2019 level by 73.8%. The launch of 
Batik Air Malaysia maiden journey from KUL to Istanbul SGIA was a significant milestone 
strengthening Batik Air's presence in the region and increased connectivity between Malaysia and 
Turkey.  
 
Malaysia Airports are monitoring the recent conflict in West Asia and the possible impact on jet fuel 
and higher operating cost as airlines reroute flights to avoid specific airspace. 
 
 
Research and Planning, MAHB 
23 April 2024 


